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On the other hand, if the break at 11 + really is de-
creed by Nature and not secreted as it were by the
workings of English social chemistry, then we must
accept it If we are to be logical a/icl obedient in our
educational arrangements to Nature's laws, we must
also accept the consequences. "Secondary" schools
must be forbidden to receive pupils before that age
(whereupon many of them will go ofT to private schools)
and the public schools must bung lluir entrance quali-
fication down lo that ?gr (and so chstipb very sniously
the agc-gioup balance of their school-body and increase
enormously its inteinal problems)
Looked at fiom the point of view here taken the break
at ii + seems to be obviously calculated to make the
worst of both worlds, junior and senior. Docs not cvciy
consideration, especially prophetic consideration of the
demands of the future, call foi a icversal of the prevailing
division of the years, iofoui junior and six senior instead
of the other way about'*
This, then, is the framework of ideas governing a com-
pulsory minimum of common full-time education fiom
5 to 15 We ask for a complete and hnal abandonment
of the word " elementary " and all the ideas which, in
England, have accompanied the use of it, lor the division
of the ten years into four junior and six senior years,
and for a point of leview at 13 when pupils whose full-
time education is to continue beyond the compulsory
minimum will be allocated to the appropriate school or
section of a school. It is devoutly to be hoped that the
public schools may, in time, come to shaie in the general
sorting process at tins point.
Even if these ideas aie generally accepted (as they will
probably not be), they will take time to cany into
execution. But we should at least hope to sec some